
Update for Aug 21, 2020  [5th birthday of Jude] 

Dear family, 

It's been about a month since our last update. 

What's new? 

"The Philippine authorities have announced that foreign nationals will not be allowed to 

enter the country. This applies to all foreigners outside the Philippines including those with immigrant, 

non-immigrant, and special visas." 

So we are stranded here on the farm in central Minnesota not knowing when we'll be able to get back 

to the Philippines. We are not complaining  though since we have a beautiful view here on the farm and 

our garden continues to produce lots of delicious organic vegetables for us (i.e., sweet corn, beans and 

string beans, zucchini squash and butternut squash, carrots, potatoes, lettuce, peppers, and more 

tomatoes than we can eat, including cherry and banana tomatoes.) It's been fun playing Santa Clause 

in the summer. Fortunately the deer in the woods (only about 25 yards/meters from our garden) have 

left it alone. One morning though I noticed that the raccoons had visited it and got most of our first 

batch/planting of sweet corn. When I saw that, at first I was a little disheartened, but I reminded myself 

of all the other good stuff (see above) we had gotten out of the garden, not to mention our health and all 

the other blessings we've received from above, including our very comfortable mobile home.  We are 

also grateful that our neighbors, upon hearing that the raccoons discovered our garden, came over and 

brought an extra electric fencer they had. So an electric fence  8 inches above ground now encircles 

our garden. Haven't had any problems since.   : ) 

Again, we are grateful for Skype and internet. Early morning for about two hours I'm able to work with 

Lenie  on our Mangyan Oriental translation and then for two hours with Derek on our Mangyan 

Occidental translation. And besides doing a good job feeding me and Tim, Raquel continues to work on 

our back translation.  We all are doing well (including the birthday boy), thanks again for your prayers, 

support, and concern. 

My wife often reminds me to keep these updates short, thinking (and probably rightly so) that people 

might be too busy and not read them. So I'll sign off here. But for those who would like to read on of my 

insights observing God's creation, please do so, if you have time.  : ) 



  

Yours in His service, 

  

Kermit for also Raquel and Tim 

Address: P.O. Box 381, Clarissa, MN 56440 

Tel #: 612-760-3433 

  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

In one of our updates I mentioned how our sweet corn fell face down due to strong winds, but it picked 

itself up. Then a week later it dropped again, this time from the south winds, but after a couple of days it 

erected itself once again, then after another week was dropped once again by the north winds and like 

usual stood up standing.  I thought to myself how amazing God's creation is being able to maneuver 

like that. I thought we humans should be likewise. When we are knocked down for whatever reason - 

just pick ourselves up with His help. The corn though was not able to pick itself up after the raccoons 

brought it down. Ok, how do I apply that to us humans. Just as I was able to protect the remaining corn 

with an electric wire, so God also protects us of all those evil forces out there with His protecting Holy 

Spirit. One difference though between us and corn is that we have the assurance that even though one 

day breath will be taken out of these bodies we presently live in, He will give us another body. Oh what 

a happy day! 

  

Even though I'm now 70 years old, I'm still learning. Another one of my observations as I've been 

walking in the fields and biking on these rural gravel roads is that the various kinds of flowers I see 

bloom at different times. It dawned on me that they are in harmony with one another. If they all bloomed 

at the same time, though the bees would gorge themselves during that period they probably would not 

be able to pollinate all the flowers and they would starve the rest of the seasons.  Once again I am 

amazed at how God has orchestrated his creation and given us such a variety to enjoy and marvel at. 

  

Matthew 12:31-32 reads: 



31This is another parable he gave them: ‘The kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man 

took and sowed in his field. 32 Mustard is smaller than any other seed, but when it has grown it is taller 

than other plants; it becomes a tree, big enough for the birds to come and roost among its branches.’ 

Most of the English translations including the ones I worked on and the Tawbuid translations I am 

presently checking read that the birds make their nest in its branches. However since we do have lots 

of wild mustard plants on our farm, I began to wonder about this verse since I don't see any nests in 

their branches. Even though it does grow 6 feet tall, its branches don't seem to be strong or big enough 

to hold a nest. I decided to check up on the Greek word used in this verse and found out that the Greek 

word only occurs four times in the New Testament. Three are in the parallel passages in Matthew, Mark 

and Luke, but one is in Acts 2:26 which reads, "My body will live/rest/dwell in hope."  Our bodies 

don't make nests in hope. So it would make more logical sense (or more in agreement with what we 

observe in nature) if we translated the Gospel renderings as birds "perching" or "roosting" in its 

branches. I thought you might be interested in some of what is involved in translating His Word. On a 

practical note: What we do know in this verse about the Kingdom of God is that even though its 

beginnings might be small, it can and will grow BIG.  Even though we might feel we are small in this 

world, our impact for His Kingdom can potentially become huge. May we all be ready to let His light 

shine around us, among our kids, grandkids, neighbors, community, etc.  Katanyai! 
 


